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Employment & skills programmes



Opportunity Sheffield is the employment and skills 
service in Sheffield City Council. We commission, 
deliver and oversee activity to support people into 
jobs, training, traineeships and apprenticeships.

We work to strengthen the local economy by helping employers 
attract, nurture and retain talent. We offer them advice on how to 
access financial incentives and funding, find suitable training and 
even help with the recruitment process.
Our programmes are aimed at breaking down barriers to 
employment, particularly for those furthest from the labour  
market, while reducing reliance on out-of-work benefits and 
helping alleviate poverty.



How to access our services

Whether you are an individual looking to get into work, access 
training or boost your employability skills, or an employer seeking 
to hire an apprentice or upskill your workforce, Opportunity 
Sheffield is here to help.
If you are not sure which of our free employment and skills 
programmes best suits your needs, simply speak to one of our 
team and we will give you free, impartial advice, guidance and 
support.

Email: opportunity@sheffield.gov.uk
Phone: (General): 0114 229 6168  
Phone: (Apprenticeships): 0114 229 6183   



Apprenticeship Ready
We help inform and educate 
young people aged 16-18 at 
schools or Sixth Form about 
apprenticeship options and 
deliver 1:1 mentoring to 
boost employability skills. Our 
‘Apprenticeships: Be Inspired’ 
careers fair helps students meet 
employers who have vacancies 
and encourages them to apply     
for upcoming roles.

Apprenticeships
We are a Grade 2 Ofsted 
training provider and every 
year we help hundreds of 
people secure apprenticeship 
qualifications. Our team matches 
employers with candidates in 
areas such as administration, 
management, customer service, 
ICT, construction, education and 
childcare.



Construction Design Centre
At our specialist construction 
industry training centre, we 
deliver a range of trades–based 
apprenticeships, including joinery, 
bricklaying, roofing and painting 
& decorating.

The Building Block
The Construction Skills Fund 
supports the training of local 
people in construction trades 
through ‘The Building Block’ 
training centre on the Manor 
Boot housing development. Local 
people can gain on-site skills and 
work experience with a view to 
gaining sustained employment 
within the industry.
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Red Tape Central
At our training centre, we deliver 
a range of courses including 
digital skills, teaching and 
learning, childcare, performing 
arts and music production. Our 
Digital Innovation Partnership 
teaches programming, coding 
and digital skills to people 
looking to enter the industry with 
little or no previous experience.

ESF Pathways Programme
From 2019 to 2021 we will be 
delivering the ESF Pathways 
Programme in Sheffield.  Part 
funded by the European Social 
Fund, the Pathways Programme is 
aimed at improving employability 
skills and supporting unemployed 
and economically inactive people 
facing additional barriers to 
employment, towards and into 
work.

European Union
European

Social Fund



Sheffield’s Working
Our employment support 
service guides vulnerable and 
marginalised adults towards, 
and into, sustained employment. 
Sheffield’s Working helps people 
from all backgrounds including 
ex-offenders, lone parents, 
people with mental health issues 
or people who are BAME into 
employment.
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100 Apprenticeship Scheme
Sheffield City Council’s 100 
Apprenticeship Scheme provides 
a wage subsidy to employers who 
recruit disadvantaged 16-18 year 
olds, and 19-25 year olds with an 
Education, Health and Care Plan, 
who may otherwise encounter 
difficulties accessing the labour 
market.



Skills Bank
Skills Bank is an innovative skills 
investment programme which 
provides flexible funding to deliver 
bespoke, tailored training. Driven 
by employer-need, approved 
‘deals’ allow growing businesses 
to decide how and where training 
is delivered and who receives it.

Talent Sheffield
Working alongside other Council 
services and private sector 
businesses, we seek to maximise 
the social and economic value 
of new developments. Our 
Investment Support programme 
encourages the creation and 
support of jobs, work placements 
and apprenticeships within the 
city.



Work Experience
Every year, we organise work 
experience placements for 2,000 
students attending Year 10, 11 and 
13 in Sheffield schools .We also 
offer recruitment support to young 
people, helping them to consider 
and pursue a full range of career 
options.

Traineeships
Our 12-week Traineeship 
programme helps prepare 
young people (aged 16+) for 
apprenticeships with Sheffield 
City Council. Trainees gain 
experience of different workplace 
environments and get the skills, 
knowledge and confidence to help 
them succeed in job interviews.



Over the last five years, Opportunity Sheffield has 
engaged with over 9,000 employers from a range of 
sectors from all over the city including Henry Boot, 
Aviva, Royal Navy, Sheffield Forgemasters, Kier,   
Clipper, Wake Smith, NHS, Rolls Royce and the RAF.
 
We have helped businesses of all sizes to grow and upskill their 
workforce by helping them find suitable people to train and 
employ.  We have offered them advice on how to access financial 
incentives and funding, find suitable training and even helped 
with the recruitment process.



We have supported more than 5,700 people into work 
and training since 2015. Hundreds of young people have 
secured apprenticeships, traineeships and employment 
as a direct result of an Opportunity Sheffield programme.  
We have helped people of all ages and backgrounds into 
employment - building their skills and confidence too.

If you know anyone looking for work, training or an 
apprenticeship, please get in touch and we can help.
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Contact us:

Email: opportunity@sheffield.gov.uk
Phone: 0114 2296 168 (general enquiries)  
Phone: 0114 2296 183 (apprenticeships)
www.sheffield.gov.uk/opportunitysheffield

@opportunityshef

Address: 
Opportunity Sheffield
Floor 9, North Wing, 
Moorfoot, 
Sheffield, S1 4PL
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