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This Week’s Policy Highlights:

❑ On Thursday, International Women's Day celebrated women and highlighted
inequalities that women continue to face. The Glass Ceiling Index, measuring the role 
and influence of women in the workforce, found that Britain ranks in the middle of 29 
OECD countries.

❑ Researchers from the University of Bristol and Fathom have found that annual 
damage caused by flooding in the UK could increase by more than a fifth over the 
next century due to climate change unless all international pledges to reduce carbon 
emissions are met.

❑ Figures from the latest Office for National Statistics report show that the UK economy 
grew by 0.3% in January, following a fall by 0.5% in December 2022, fuelled by the 
return of Premier League fixtures and improved school attendance.



International Womens Day
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Events to celebrate International Women’s Day

International Women's Day has, in one way or another, been 
going for more than 100 years. The celebration is believed to 
have originated in New York, when the Socialist Party of 
America organised National Women’s Day on February 28 
1909.

Since then, things have changed, and International Women’s 
Day is now a global event held on the 8th March each year.

Across the country various activities were held to celebrate the 
day such as the Flying Scotsman staffed by an all-female crew 
to help encourage more women into engineering careers.

Closer to home, South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service 
launched their recruitment campaign on International 
Women’s day which is aiming to change perceptions of 
women in the fire service.

http://www.syfire.gov.uk/brand-new-campaign-shines-light-on-women-in-the-fire-service/
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The Economist Glass Ceiling Index

Whilst the day is used to celebrate women across the globe it is also 
a reminder of the issues and inequalities experienced by women.

The Economist’s Glass Ceiling Index measures the role and influence 
of women in the workforce across OECD countries demonstrates the 
workplace inequalities experienced by Women in Britain:

Black dotted line = OECD average
Red line = Britain

- Labour Force Participation Rate: In 2022, women had a 7.2%-point 
lower participation rate than men. However, this was lower the OECD 
2022 average (15.3%).

- Wage Gap: In 2022, women earned 14.3% less than men which is 
higher than the OECD 2022 average (women earned 12% less).

- Paid leave for mothers: In 2022 Women in Britain got the equivalent 
of 11.5 weeks full-rate equivalent pay, however, this rate has stayed 
decreased since 2016 where it has remained at 12.2 weeks. Our figure 
is far below the OECD 2022 average of 30.8 weeks.

https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/glass-ceiling-index
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The Economist Glass – Ceiling

In addition to these 3 measures (labour 
participation, wage gap, paid leave for 
mothers) a further 7 measures have been 
used to identify a country's performance of 
the glass- ceiling index. Using all 10 of the 
metrics the diagram on the right shows
where Britain sits in comparison to the 29 
other OECD countries.

Ranked 22nd in 2016 (and below the OECD 
average), in 2022 Britain sat 17th on the 
index and now above the average.
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Pension Gap

Research by Scottish Widows shows that women retire with £123k less than men. Consequently, concerns 
about running out of money in retirement are greater for Women (61%) than for men (52%).

Source: Scottish Widows

They suggest this gap still exists because 
of 4 reasons:

1. The Gender Pay Gap: women earn 
less than their counterparts

2. Employment breaks (including 
childcare and caring responsibilities): 
28% of women experience these 
compared to 6% of men

3. Savings rate: the percentage of non-
pension savers aged over 30 is lower 
in women than men

4. Part-time employment: women are 
more likely to be in part time work 
(25%) compared to men (8%)

https://www.scottishwidows.co.uk/about-us/media-centre/reports/women-retirement-report.html


Cost of Flooding
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Cost of flooding

Researchers from the University of Bristol and Fathom have 
found that annual damage caused by flooding in the UK 
could increase by more than a fifth over the next century 
due to climate change unless all international pledges to 
reduce carbon emissions are met.

Its findings show the forecasted annual increase in national 
direct flood losses, defined as physical damage to property 
and businesses, due to climate change in the UK can be kept 
below 5% above recent historical levels. 

But this is only on the proviso that all countries fulfil the 
ambitious pledges they signed up to at COP26 and also that 
countries, including the UK, which made further Net Zero 
commitments, actually achieve these on time and in full.

https://www.bristol.ac.uk/news/2023/march/flood-risk.html
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Impact on the wider economy

The paper indicates that current expected annual 
damages are around £700m, not only a drain on 
the economy, but more importantly a very 
considerable sum for households and communities
affected.

The data shows that by 2050, inland flooding will 
contribute to 50% of insurance losses - the other 
50% will be caused by a combination of winds, 
subsidence and sea level rise.

However, it also found that if the promised 
reductions aren’t met, higher global temperatures 
will lead to more flood damage in the UK. With 
2.5°C of warming, the annual average flood damage 
in the UK is predicted to increase by 13%. If global 
temperatures go up by 3.3°C, it would rise by 23%.
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Impact on South Yorkshire

The data also showed regional differences in potential 
flood damage which hold true even if the average global 
temperature was limited to 1.8C above pre-industrial 
levels - slightly above the internationally agreed limit of 
1.5C.

In particular, densely populated cities like Sheffield are 
looking at possible damage increases of more than 25% 
whilst North-east and central England would face around 
the same level of flood damage as they do today.

Researchers expect that flooding events will increase 
most in places where risk is already high now. The best 
thing we can do to prepare for the impact of climate 
change is to strengthen flood management in currently 
at-risk areas, and this will bring immediate economic and 
social benefits as well.

The Connected by Water Action Plan which 
addresses flooding in South Yorkshire has 
been updated for 2023 with added learning 
and actions based on emerging data.



Economic Update 
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The BBC reports that the UK economy 
grew by 0.3% in January, according to 
the latest ONS report released today.

ONS director Darren Morgan put this 
growth down to the return of children 
to classrooms following unusually high 
absences in the run-up to Christmas, 
Premier League clubs returning to a full 
schedule of games after the World 
Cup, and private health providers 
having a strong month.

However, figures for construction and 
manufacturing indicate a decline in 
their output, suggesting elsewhere in 
the economy is weaker than today’s 
announcement suggest.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-64904333
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/grossdomesticproductgdp/bulletins/gdpmonthlyestimateuk/january2023
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Some normality 
is expected to 
return to retail 
energy markets 
later in 2023.

With retail 
prices set to fall, 
competition 
may return as 
providers offer 
deals below 
OfGem’s price 
cap.

Source: House of Commons



And in other news…..
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Toblerone forced to ‘climb down’

Toblerone is to remove the Matterhorn mountain peak from 
its packaging when some of the chocolate's production is 
moved from Switzerland to Slovakia.

The pyramid-shaped bar, which mirrors the Alpine peak, will 
undergo a labelling revamp and include its founder's 
signature, with the image of the 4,478m (14,692 ft) 
mountain (featuring since 1970) to be replaced by a more 
generic summit.

Toblerone, the mountain-shaped chocolate made from 
Swiss milk with honey and almond nougat, first went on sale 
in 1908 in Bern, the capital city of Switzerland.

Strict rules have applied about "Swissness" since 2017.
They state that national symbols are not allowed to be used 
to promote milk-based products that are not made 
exclusively in Switzerland. 



South Yorkshire Data & Intelligence Hub

Want to access data and trends relating to South Yorkshire?

Head to the South Yorkshire Data & Intelligence Hub, which provides a 
range of data useful for understanding the local economy, as well as 
social and environmental outcomes. 

It also helps to understand relative performance and changes in data. 
See how it works on YouTube here.

Whether you’re a resident, employer, academic, researcher or just 
interested in data, this can help you understand South Yorkshire’s 
economy and develop evidence-based solutions.

Visit the dashboard now at https://southyorkshire-ca.gov.uk/Data-
Intelligence-Hub

https://southyorkshire-ca.gov.uk/Data-Intelligence-Hub
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlOKr25B2gg
https://southyorkshire-ca.gov.uk/Data-Intelligence-Hub
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